THE BEATITUDES:

Living in God’s Blessings

Discovering God’s
Blessings

Take a few moments and list the
ways you noticed God blessing you
in the last few days.

Lesson 2

Large crowds followed Jesus everywhere he went,
desperate for healing and teaching, hungry for God’s
word. Unlike so many celebrities of today, Jesus didn’t
hide from his adoring fans or back down from his
adversaries. Instead, he took every opportunity to teach
them. He had compassion on their plight and lovingly
tried to explain the truths of God to these lost sheep.
Matthew 5:1 begins by saying, “Now when he saw the
crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His
disciples came to him, and he began to teach them.”
What he taught them as been described as the standard
for all Christians. This week, we will just be examining
Jesus’ first example of how a Christian should live in
order to fulfill the blessed call of God.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of God.”

In the video, we discussed the meaning of the word
‘blessed’. The word that Jesus actually used was the
Greek word, “makar” which means: supremely blest,
fortunate, well off and happy. Blessed is more than a
simply an emotional response to a fortunate event. It is
an ultimate sense of well-being and spiritual joy. Have
you ever experienced God’s blessing? Describe the
circumstances or the way you felt at this time? If not,
what do you anticipate it being like?




To be poor in spirit means to be poor in
pride and self-reliance and rich in our
POOR dependence of God. It requires an
understanding that everything we have
comes to us at the hand of, and the will of,
God. In fact, Deuteronomy 8:18 says,

“But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives
you the ability to produce wealth.”

In your own life, what are the things or abilities that you
have that tempt you to be self-reliant?

“What do you
have that God
has not given
you?

1 Corinthians 4:7

How can reminding yourself that all our blessings, all our abilities and all
our advantages come through the love of God draw our attention off of ourselves and onto
God?

/ Take a moment to thank God for your abilities and provisions. \




Being poor in spirit means more than just realizing
that all our material possessions come through God’s
grace and love. It means that all our spiritual gifts, and
even our salvation, come only at the hand of our Savior.
We can experience being truly blessed only when we let
go of our vain attempts to earn salvation. Please read
the following scriptures and write down what they mean
to you personally.

Romans 12:6-8

Ephesians 2:8

Recognize the
Spiritual Gifts God
Has Given You

Take a few moments to review the
spiritual gifts listen in 1 Corinthians
12:4-11. What spiritual gifts do you
see in your life? How are you using
them for God’s glory?




God’s Kingdom

“But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a
Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Philippians 3:20

Though we live on this earth, we belong to God’s kingdom. Though we are bound to
obey the laws of the places we live, we are held to a higher accountability. This means, in all
things, we follow and obey God’s laws above all else.

Think of at least one instance where the laws of man allow something the laws of God forbids.
How does living as a citizen of heaven affect your thoughts or actions in this area?

Came to My Rescue
By: Hillsong United

My whole life, | place in Your hands
God of Mercy, humbled | bow down
In Your presence at Your throne
| called, You answered
And You came to my rescue and |

| wanna be where You are

In my life, be lifted high

In our world, be lifted high
In our love, be lifted high

Tell God what it means to you to be a
citizen of his kingdom.




kingdom



